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THE LION & THE LAMB 
Section Two: The Book of Acts 
#24. Turning To The Gentiles 
 

         10.22.17  
 

Reflections on Acts 11, 13-15 
 
Acts 11:1-4.18, 25, 26 NIV  The apostles and the believers throughout Judea heard that the 
Gentiles also had received the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the 
circumcised believers criticized him 3 and said, “You went into the house of uncircumcised men 
and ate with them.” 4 Starting from the beginning, Peter told them the whole story….  
 
18 When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, saying, “So then, even 
to Gentiles God has granted repentance that leads to life.” 
 
25 Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26 and when he found him, he brought him to 
Antioch. So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church and taught great numbers 
of people. The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch. 
 
 
I. Setting the Stage 
 

A. As the church was driven from Jerusalem, they began to fulfill Jesus’ prediction and 
command of Acts 1:8 NIV, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends 
of the earth.” 

 
 

B. The ministry of Peter to the household of Cornelius, and the ministry of Paul and Barnabas 
to the Gentiles (48 AD) caused both rejoicing and consternation in the Jerusalem Church. 

 
1. Paul initially contacted the Jews in most of his efforts: 

 
a) Damascus (9:20) 
b) Salamis (13:5) 
c) Pisidian Antioch (13:14) 
d) Iconium (14:1) 
e) Philippi (16:13) 
f) Thessalonica (17:1, 2) 
g) Berea (17:10) 
h) Athens (17:16, 17) 
i) Corinth (18:1-4) 
j) Ephesus (18:19; 19:8) 
k) Rome (28:17) 
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2. But his ministry would increasingly turn toward the Gentiles. He was increasingly 
opposed by the Jews and often persecuted during his First Missionary Journey: 
 
a) Sent by the church in Antioch of Syria (13:1-3) 
b) Seleucia (13:4) 
c) Salamis of Cyrus (13:5) 
d) Paphos of Cyprus (13:6-12) 
e) Perga in Pamphylia (13:13) 
f) Pisidian Antioch (13:14-50) 
g) Iconium (13:51) 
h) Lystra (14:6-20) 
i) Derbe (14:20) 
j) Lystra (14:21) 
k) Iconium (14:21) 
l) Pisidian Antioch (14:21) 
m) Pamphylia (14:24) 
n) Perga (14:25) 
o) Attalia (14:25) 
p) Return to Antioch (14:26) 

 
 

C. In Pisidian Antioch, Paul made a life altering decision: on the next Sabbath almost the 
whole city gathered to hear the word of the Lord. 45When the Jews saw the crowds, they 
were filled with jealousy. They began to contradict what Paul was saying and heaped 
abuse on him. 46Then Paul and Barnabas answered them boldly: “We had to speak the 
word of God to you first. Since you reject it and do not consider yourselves worthy of 
eternal life, we now turn to the Gentiles. 47For this is what the Lord has commanded us: “‘I 
have made you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the ends of the 
earth.’” 48When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the word of the Lord; 
and all who were appointed for eternal life believed.  Acts 13:44-48 NIV 

 
 

D. The matter would be resolved in chapter 15 at what is known as The Jerusalem Council 
(49 AD). 

 
1. The Council had two sides: the Judaizers, who insisted on allegiance to the Law and 

ceremony of the Old Testament ─ and Peter, Paul, and Barnabas, who insisted that 
Gentiles “do not need to become Jewish before becoming followers of Jesus.” 

 
 

2. The Council was presided over by James, the brother of Jesus, who had distinguished 
himself in Jerusalem among Jews and Christians alike. He was known as James the 
Righteous and as “James the Camel-Kneed” because it is said his knees were deeply 
calloused by kneeling in intensive prayer. He was martyred by the Jews in 62 AD. 

 
 

3. Paul’s argument is likely the one we have in the Letter to the Galatians. 
 
 

4. The result was a decision that the Gentiles were not to be burdened by the 
requirements of the Jewish traditions, since all of those requirements were 
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foreshadowing the work of Messiah, which was fulfilled by Christ. Believers were free 
to honor the traditions, but were not required to do so. 

 
 

5. In a letter to the Gentile churches, they were given acceptance, welcomed into 
fellowship, and were given two guidelines. The first, there was no need for circumcision 
or adherence to the traditions of the Jews. Secondly, they were to conduct themselves 
in a manner mindful of the traditions. In other words, though, they had “freedom” they 
were not to flaunt their freedom by needlessly offending their more conservative 
brothers and sisters. This principle would be addressed by Paul to all the churches 
throughout his ministry when he spoke of circumcision, eating meat offered to idols, 
and the observance of Holy Days. 

 
 

E. By the end of chapter 15, the face of Christianity was set on a new course ─ the 
establishing of one new spiritual nation ─ Jew and Gentile grafted together in Christ. 

 
 
 
II. Notable characters: 
 

A. Simon Peter - God’s Apostle to the Jews 

 

 

B. Paul and Barnabas - God’s Apostle to the Gentiles 

 

 

C. John Mark 

 

 

D. Sergius Paulus and Elymas the Sorcerer - examples of God’s move among the Gentiles 

 

 

E. James the Righteous - half-brother of Jesus and leader of the Jerusalem Church 

 
 
 
III. Four steps in the turn toward the Gentiles 
 

A. Peter explained events at the house of Cornelius (11:1-18). 
 
 

B. The Gentile church in Antioch began to emerge in terms of influence and leadership 
(11:19-30; 13:1-3). 
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C. Paul and Barnabas took their First Missionary Journey into Gentile territory (13:3 - 14:28).  
 
 

D. The Church at Jerusalem formally recognized and endorsed the work of God among the 
Gentiles (15:1-35). 

 
 
 
IV. Lessons from these transitional years 
 

A. What do you look like to the world? 
 
1. “The Believers were called ‘Christians’ first at Antioch.” 

 
 

B. The church was becoming anchored to the model of Ephesians 4:11-13. 
 

1. The ministry of Agabus 
 
 

C. The Gospel is individual, local, and universal. 
 

1. The danger of ingrowth 
 
 

2. The difference from the posture of Judaism 
 
 

D. A local church is at its healthiest when… 
 

Acts 13:1-3 NIV  Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: 
Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up 
with Herod the tetrarch) and Saul. 2While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the 
Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called 
them.” 3So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent 
them off. 

 
Acts 11:27-30 NIV  During this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to 
Antioch. 28One of them, named Agabus, stood up and through the Spirit predicted that a 
severe famine would spread over the entire Roman world. (This happened during the 
reign of Claudius.) 29The disciples, as each one was able, decided to provide help for the 
brothers and sisters living in Judea. 30This they did, sending their gift to the elders by 
Barnabas and Saul. 

 
 

1. The congregation is in worship (13:2). Antioch was a church that spent time in 
intentional, focused, spirit-led worship. 

 
 

2. The church sets aside its own desires for the sake of the Gospel (13:2, 3). Antioch 
was a church that understood the dynamic of fasting and prayer. 
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3. Strong leadership provides a sense of security and unity (13:1). Antioch was a 
church with strong, balanced leadership. 

 
 

4. The church takes time to listen to the Holy Spirit and obey (13:2). Antioch was a 
Church whose mission was determined and fueled by the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

5. The congregation works together to take on special projects (13:3; 11:29, 30). 
Antioch was a church whose actions reflected a Kingdom mindset. 

 
 
 

Christian Life Lessons  
 
1. God is God of individuals, churches, and nations. 
 
 
 
2. Stay tender to the message of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 
 
3. Celebrate God’s grace to others ─ don't be the Elder Brother. (They rejoiced in chapter 11.) 

 
 
 

4. Stay focused on why we come to church: 
 
a. We gather in order to pray and worship God together. (Matthew 18:19, 20) 

 
 

b. We gather to be strengthened in Christ. (1 Corinthians 14:26) 
 
 

c. We gather to be equipped to do the work of the ministry. (Ephesians 4:11-13) 
 
 

d. We gather to meet Jesus and be made whole by Him. (Luke 5:15) 
 
 

e. We gather in order to be empowered by the Holy Spirit to do the work of the Kingdom. 
(Mark 3:13-15; 16:20) 

 


